426                    Relations with the Empire

that Bohemia and Moravia were brought into more intimate relations
with the Romano-German Empire. As early as the reign of Charles the
Great, probably about 805, Bohemia, or a part of it, fell under the over-
lordship of the Frankish kingdom, and was forced, apparently, to pay a
yearly tribute (120 oxen and 500 silver marks). Soon after, Moravia
also fell into complete dependence upon the East Frankish kingdom. The
mighty Svatopluk himself was forced after long struggles, not only to
swear life-long allegiance, but also to submit to the payment of
an annual tribute (874), Still neither Bohemia nor Moravia was in-
corporated in the administrative organisation of the East Frankish realm;
they kept their own princes who had full control of internal affairs. In
the last years of Svatopluk, when Bohemia was a part of his kingdom,
German overlordship in both lands lost practically all its significance.
After Svatoplulfs death, the Bohemian dukes broke away from his
kingdom and gave in their allegiance to King Arnulf (895), yet, on the
speedy collapse of the East Frankish kingdom, Bohemia was freed from
its position of dependence.

However, as soon as the efforts of King Henry I had established a new
German kingdom, Bohemia fell once more into its former dependence upon
it. King Henry, by marching on Prague, forced the Bohemian Duke,
St Wenceslas, to acknowledge his suzerainty (929). Wenceslas" brother
and successor, Boleslav I (929-967), who had attained the throne by
his murder, tried in vain to shake off the German over-lordship. After
several years of resistance, he was compelled, when the Emperor Otto I
invaded Bohemia, to agree to pay the old tribute and to recognise the
suzerainty of the German Empire (950). From that time Bohemia
became a fief of the German Empire and the Bohemian dukes became
its vassals, bound to take part in the Emperor's campaigns and to attend
the royal court.1

About a hundred years after the subjection of Boleslav I, the brave
Duke Bfatislav I (1084-1055), who during the reign of his father Oldfich
(Udalrich) had succeeded in permanently uniting Moravia and Bohemia,
and had later rendered himself for a time even master of part of Poland,
made a fresh attempt to free himself from Germany; but he too was
compelled by King Henry III once more to swear allegiance (1041). From
that time the Dukes of Bohemia never again tried to shake off German
overlordship; they fulfilled without resistance their obligations towards
the Empire, and their relations with the German kings and emperors were
for the most part friendly.9 Bfatislav's son, Duke Vratislav II (1061-1092),
was a loyal supporter of King Henry IV in his frequent campaigns in
Germany and Italy; in 1081 three hundred Bohemian men-at-arms dis-
tinguished themselves by their courage at the siege of Rome. As a reward

1 For the relations of Bohemia with Germany from 919 to 1056 see supra, Vol. in,
Chaps, vui, is, x, xi, xii.

* See supra Vol. v, chap. m.